Dutch as a koine?

Demography and philology to study the creole texts of St. Thomas
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Metalinguistic comment May 4, 1727
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Dutch in the Danish Antilles?

 Official correspondence etc. in Dutch

 Emergence of Dutch related Creole language: VI Dutch Creole
 Linguistic traces

« Demographic traces

* Which kind of Dutch? Written Dutch differs from spoken Dutch

« Dutch Creole highly influenced by Flemish/Zeelandic vernacular

* No Flemish/Zeelandic elements in written Dutch texts from Caribbean
 How did these elements get into the Creole?
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Dutch: February 26/5, 1672: message from Staecio
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Virgin Islands Dutch Creole: Zeelandic/Flemish elements

» Alice Stevens (1987):
 “Sonda, manda, dissinda, wunsda, dondoda, satoda”

i R .
Dinsdag, ~ -

 Dutch: English .

» Maandag  Monday “

- Dinsdag uesday

« Woensdag Wednesday SN )

- Donderdag Thursday

« Zaterdag Saturday ‘ ]
Dissendag | -
N et B F ;
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Virgin Islands Dutch Creole: Zeelandic/Flemish elements

* En die (twee) Junger sender a loop, en a vind die Kaakel
(met die Meeri) a staan na Tauw bi die Dhor, (before 1780)

* And the (two) disciple.3PL walked,
* And found the foal (with the mare)
« Stood on rope by the door/gate

Veulen ~ ~ - 7

et
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Virgin Islands Dutch Creole: Zeelandic/Flemish elements

« Metalinguistic comments:
- ‘sounds like Flemish which | hear in Ghent’ (Logeman)
- ‘Zeelandic is problematic: because you hear elements also in Flanders’ (Hesseling)

e Ph
e Du

onology:

tch
liil
Wijn, bljj

/ui/
Buik, duif

/sch/
Schip

/cht/
Achter, dichtbi

Zeelandic
lie/
wien, blie

/uu/
buuk, duuf

Ischl, IS’/
s'ip (glottal)

/st/
aster

VIDC
lie/
wien, blie

liel
biek, diffie (duvi)

Isk/
skipje

st/
aster, destbie

translation

‘wine, happy”

‘belly, pigeon/bird’

‘ship’

‘after, nearby’
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Virgin Islands Dutch Creole: Zeelandic/Flemish elements

Lexicon
- Zeelandic/VIDC
- fraai ‘good’, hoffie ‘garden’, kaakel/kaggel ‘foal’, groensel ‘vegetables’

- Western Flemish/VIDC
- Boetje ‘boy, brother’, dink op ‘think (about)’, sleuter ‘key’

Function words:
- Sender: pronoun 3PL, several grammatical functions
- noesoo: adverb, ‘now+suffix —so’

Nautical?
- Kombuus ‘kitchen’ ‘kitchen in ship’ W.-Flemish: ‘fireplace’ (1873)

When dialect elements are present in Dutch Creole, Dutch lexifier
must have been colored by Zeelandic/Flemish
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But... who brought these elements to the Danish Antilles?

Demography of early Danish Antilles
Who created this Creole language?

Société d’habitation:
More or less same number of enslaved and colonists
enslaved people focus on dominant language, instead of creating a new one.
Creole language looks like lexifier language

1673 1680 1688 1691 1715 1720 1725 1733

Colonists 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Enslaved people 1 1.1 13 21 101 148 74 6.2
Alternative 13.8 11.3

Stolz & Stein (1984)
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The first ‘census’, 1678

Knox (1852)

52 names, ‘the eight other names could not be made out, the original copies
of the deeds being in a mutilated condition’

Comparison with later censuses shows:

At least 24 seem to be from Dutch speaking countries
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The census of 1691: introduction

Dutch (1691) instead of Danish (1688)

 Liste over alle St. Thomas Planters en Habitanten Vrouens Kindern en
Ecslaven Als der*[*ben van D’Roijalle=Octroijeerde Deense Westindisse en
guineese Compagnie aen D\WelEdle Hr. Commercien=Rae*t* Jorgen
Thormollen Ao 1691 in Februar] maent, zijnt overgelevert worden, Eer*s*t T
Koonings Qvartier()

« ‘List of all St. Thomas planters and residents women, children and slaves
as of the Royal authorized Danish Westindian and Guinean company. For
the honorary trade counselor Jérgen Thormollen, anno 1691 in the month
February, has been handed over. First the Kings Quarter.’ ()

« Uncertain readings are placed between asterisks.
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1 Radboud University Nijmegen 3 %
;"O'iﬂuma“;c’"\7



The census of 1691: example
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The census of 1691: names colonists
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The census of 1691: enslaved
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The census of 1691: age
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The census of 1691: place of birth
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The census of 1691: religion
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The census of 1691: profession
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The census of 1691: size of lot
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The census of 1691: agricultural product
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The census of 1691: years of possession
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The census of 1688: example
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people, société d’habitation:

focus on dominant language

* 939 people

* 545 enslaved people from Africa

» 5 enslaved native American people

» 389 free people, only two from Africa

e 127 lots/addresses

23
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people, société d’habitation:
focus on dominant language

m Slaves
m Colonists
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people: number of children
Influences emergence of creole language

mold

m adult

Emale m adolescent

m child

= small child
baby

unknown

H female

unknown
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people: emergence on
eastern side of St. Thomas
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people
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The census of 1691: Provenance of colonists, dominance of
Dutch

0
104 2%

® Denemarken
® Noorwegen
2% = America
2% Nederland/Belgié
= Frankrijk
m Engeland
= Duitsland
= lerland
Portugal
onbekend

42%
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The census of 1691: Provenance of colonists.
Roots In West Indies

St.Thomas 4 24%

m adults
m children

Westindies

Europe
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The census of 1691: Provenance of WI colonists: not only
from ‘Dutch Antilles’

40%

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0% 1% 1

s 3% "

2%
1%

35%

31%

9%

7%

m Barbados
m Brazil
B Guadeloupe
» Saba
m St. Croix
m Surinam
m Tobago
m Anguilla
= Martinique
Montserrat
= Curacao
® Antigua
= Nevis
= Tortola
St. Maarten
St. Kitts
St. Eustatius
m St. Thomas

30
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The census of 1691: Provenance according to census

e 1678:
« 1688:

* 1691:

e 1678:

* 1688:
¢ 1691:

Information from censuses can be linked

Jan Cramulijs

Jahn Cramue, Flanders, Marie Tatt, and Wilm, Johan and
‘unknown’ (children)

Jan Cramuij(s), Flanders, Maria Cramuij, St. Kitts, and Willem,
Jan and Maria (children, St. Thomas)

Mads Hansen

Mads Hansen, Denmark

Madts Hansen, Roskilde, Ellen Hansen, Smaland, Pieter
Hansen, Landskrona (guest)

31
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The census of 1691: Provenance of surnames.
Possible dialect

— .'.M./AJ%W )
= WA A %éf
= e

— ..,m?%- |

B - o e

— e -

Maam : Sorgeloos - Totaal | 318
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The census of 1691: Provenance of surnames

Saman Cornelis

Cloet De Windt

Naam : De windt - Totaal : 516
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The census of 1691: Multicultural families

® French ®m Dutch

20% of Dutch adults had partner from
other nationality
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The census of 1691: influence of Dutch and West Indies

In 32% of all 120 inhabited lots at least one of the adults is European
Dutch;

In 50% of all 120 inhabited lots at least one of the adults is WI Dutch:

In 25% of all 120 inhabited lots both adults/parents are European Dutch
and/or WI Dutch;

In 22,5% of all 120 inhabited lots have a one-parent family with a
European or WI Dutch parent.

35
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The census of 1691: Geographical spread of ‘language’

a0
e
80
70 I
60
50
® german
m port
40 p
= unkn
danish
30 - m french
m english
® dutch
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The census of 1691: Geographical spread of ‘language’

« Area’s of emergence:

 Place ratio
* Orcaen baij 1:2,7
« T Dorp Charlotta Amalia 1.0,1
* Noort aen Dorp 1:0,4
* Nieuw Qvarteer 1,1,2
* Oost Eljnde 1:2,3

Enslaved people Dutch

14% 63%
0,1% 6 7%
4,4% 69%
20,4% 22%
32,2% 25%
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The census of 1691: Enslaved people
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Back to linguistics

Use of Dutch was likely
Multicultural European society
Dominance of Dutch

Provenance seems:
Southern Dutch
West Indies
Influence of multicultural families

Lingua franca
European Dutch is used unchanged
Indeed in written texts!
May 4, 1727. Example!
Koine?
Simplified?
Generalizations?
Windward Dutch dialect?

However: this variant was lexifier/superstrate of VI Dutch Creole
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8 asl wordpress com o- x| c
EPSON  E-WebPrint ~ & »

45 B)reitentus B) Aces Accessores 2 Bijenhovdensl + Toon on.. 3 Google Transate

c.vanrossem@let.ru.nl ~

die creol taal
Information about the Dutch related creole language of the US Virgin Islands

ABOUT  BIBLIOGRAPHY NEGERHOLLANDS 2014  LINC  CONTACT  ABOUT CLARIN-NEHOL

www.diecreoltaal.wordpress.com

ARCHIVES MORAVIAN New manuscripts in Corpus Negerhollands Texts RECORDINGS
CHURCH Paosted on July 4, 2014 | Loave 8 commwnt
: * Anansi and Bru Tekoma — Dutch

0 B cin Csen Avhities Tn 1995 Frans Hinskens published “Some of the documents concerning, Alirde Rt

et Negerhollands in the Archives of the Moravian Brethren in Bethlehem

s CoRPUS LANDS
Pennsylvania. A first impression” in Creole Studies. In i
TISTORY OFDANISH  ofhis visit to the Moravian Archives, which are included in our Corpus
ANTILLES Negerhollands Texts, he mentions at least two interesting booklets. « Database Negerhollands Texts
CLARIN NEHOL

* 200 Years in Paradise.

Genealoeical st tion Tn the new digital to th hives, these work sily be found M
e We N EecH e o -

Clarin-NEHOL digital database: |
http://corpus1.mpi.nl/ds/imdi_browser/ ===

Trova 1.5.39358 help
Substring Search Single Layer Search Multiple Layer Search

user: anonymous login  [logout]

Types: | PDF (1) -
Domain: 321 1 35.pdf

Find | [naltot x
- J
RESE Found 1 hits in 1 annotations
Action: | Show Concordance View |»] Page: Hit 1 - 1 of 1 hits

I Context Size: 4 ~ | Font: | Arial Unicode MS ¥ || 12 ¥ || Show Info Balloons

I an yo u [ i dlle mi sal gie em, dle sal word na binne em een Put van Water, die quil na dle_ eewlq leef. Die Wief a see najtot Em: HEEr gie mi die selve  Water, diar mi no dorst, dat mi no moat kom hiesoo vor @p. JESus a see torem.|

Robbert Sluijs, Pieter Muysken &
obpert van sliuljs, Fleter iviuysken

8 & D w B € B0 & 2 &) wpnesmbsoocony -+ [EEIANIES
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